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1 . This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters: 

• With regard to the abstract, it reads like a claim containing legal terms 
such as "means". In addition, the abstract should be a single paragraph. 
See MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

• The specification contains missing numbering, misnumbering, and 
misspelling. On p.6, In. 20, network stations should be labeled 3,4. On 
p.7, In. 2, antenna is misnumbered. On p.8, In. 16, - ef - should be "of. 

• Formatting: With regard to claim 8 (In. 5 and 9), claim 9 (In. 5 and 9), 
claim 10 (In. 5, 9 and 12), and claim 1 1 (In. 5, 9 and 12), a semicolon 
should be used instead of a comma at the end of the limitation. With 
regard to claim 9, In. 5, there is an extra - and -; In. 1 1, there is a missing 
"and." Appropriate correction is required. 

• With regard to claim 1 , Examiner suggests removing "adapted to" in In. 3, 
in order to make more positive the limitations following "adapted to," and 
therefore, these limitations must be considered during examination. 

• With regard to claims 2,3,4,5, Examiner suggests replacing "The 
arrangement" in In. 1 , with - The wireless local area network station «. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-12 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With regard to claims 1 ,8,9,12, the prior art of record fails to show or suggest a 
wireless local area (WLAN) network station, and a method of communicating and 
operating such WLAN network station, comprising the step of "carrying out an associate 
process between the network station and the access point by transmitting an 
association request message to the access point and receiving an association response 
message from the access point during entry of said network station into said 
communication cell," "receiving a preferred carrier detect threshold level value and 
preferred deter behavior threshold level value from the access point" and "storing the 
preferred carrier detect threshold level value and preferred deter behavior threshold 
level value in the memory of the network station for use during transmission and 
reception of signals while being associated with the access point." Kamerman discloses 
a WLAN station (Fig. 2) (claims 1 ,12), and a method of communicating (claim 8) and 
operating (claim 9) a WLAN station, comprising signal processing means 76, carrier 
detect sensing means 70 (carrier detect threshold circuit), defer behavior sensing 
means 72 (defer threshold circuit) and memory 74. Kamerman further discloses 
"transmitting and receiving signals 20 (antenna; see also col. 3, In. 62-64) within a 
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communication cell 10 (network; network includes network stations, col. 3, In. 61) 
associated with an access point 12, the communication cell being associated with a 
carrier detect zone and a defer zone (data/carrier signal are received at the antenna of 
the network station and then processed into a detect indication signal by the carrier 
detect threshold circuit 70 and a defer indication signal by a defer threshold circuit 72; 
see also col. 3, In. 61 -col. 4, In. 46)." However, Kamerman's preferred carrier detect 
threshold level value and preferred deter behavior threshold level value are used 
differently by a signal processing circuit. Col. 4, In. 27-46. 

Diepstraten discloses a request-to-send and clear-to-send signals in wireless 
communication. Col. 4, In. 12-21. Furthermore, WAVELAN-II explains that in an 
access point-based network, it is typical that an access point and a network station 
exchange messages or messaging, p.1 19. However, it is not conceivable that 
thresholds can be incorporated into signals or messaging such as in the combinations 
of Kamerman and Diepstraten, or Kamerman in view of WAVELAN-II explanation. 

With regard to claims 6,10,1 1, although a WLAN station can be assigned as a 
WLAN access point, the steps and limitations mentioned above are missing. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blanche Wong whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 830am to 
530pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi H Pham can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



BW 

October 1 , 2004 





